Who is responsable if muslim children are playing and appointing a referee 
to judge between them? 

A muslim never will appoint a kafir as a judge or arbiter. Not in a „big" issue 
and not in a „smaH" issue. If muslim children play on the streets and dispute 
about something and they would appoint a mushrik child as arbiter to judge 
between them, even if the judgment of this mushrik kid would not oppose 
the hukm of sharia, they would have given a mushrik walaya over 
themselves and would have taken a mushrik a wali by apponting him a 
arbiter/judge. Although the subject (children playing, and one of them judges 
between them) seems to be very simple, concerning aslu deen it isn't, because 
taking / appointing a judge means giving walaya to him and a muslim kid 
cannot appoint a kafir kid as judge over him. 

The deeds of a child are binding its parents; if a child bows in front of and 
idol and bowing in front of an idol is kufr, it turns to the childs parents. The 
same for taking a judge, if taking a kafir as judge / arbiter and making him his 
wali by giving him wala over himself is kufr and a child takes a kafir as 
arbiter, than this turns back to the childs parents. 

A hadith in Bukhari and Muslim from Ibn Umar (raa) states: Indeed, you are 
all shepherds, and every one of you is responsible for his herd: the Amr is 
responsible all those he is leading. And the man is responsible for his 
household. And the woman is responsible for the household of their man and 
for their children. 

Allah (swt) says: 

"O ye who believe! Save yourselves and your families from a Fire whose fuel 
is men and stones, over which are (appointed) angels stern (and) severe, who 
flinch not (from executing) the commands they receive from Allah, but do 
(precisely) what they are commanded." (Surah At Tahrim 66; 6) 


"O ye who believe! Save yourselves and your families from a Fire, by 
teaching them to the orders of Allah and by making them obeying this laws 
and orders. Because the leader of the family is not only responsable for 
himself, but he is in the same way responsable for his family. This hadith is 
the best evidence: Indeed, you are all shepherds, and every one of you is 
responsible for his herd... (Bukhari, and others) 

These ayah from the Qur'an is sufficient enough to show how important it is 
that the Muslim saves his/her family from hell fire. This saving can only be 
done through taking on the duty of being a proper wali. 

"The best one among you is that, who is good to his family." 

Abu Hayyan reports that Umar (ra) said: "O RasulAllah! We save and protect 


ourselves; but how do we save our families?" RasulAllah (saw) answered: 
"You prevent them to do things which Allah (swt) has forbid. You instruct 
them the things, which Allah (swt) has instructed. Thus this is saving them." 

Zamahsharee wrote in the book Kashaf: "Allah (swt) is benevolent with who, 
says: "my family, watch out for and take care of the prayer, fasting, the 
zakah, the poor, the orphans and for the neighbors." It can be that Allah (swt) 
gathers them together in the Jannah." (Zamahsharee, Kashaf: 4/128) 

Children are included in ahl. Some have said, that they are included in anfusa, 
because according to them, children are a part from their father. 


A believer's responsibility with regard to himself and his family is heavy and 
awesome. He and his family are liable to punishment in the fire of hell and it 
is his responsibility to protect himself and his family from such a dreadful 
fate. It is a terrible fire, "fuelled with people and stones." 

People there are treated in the same way as stones: cheap, abject and thrown 
away with a total disregard as to what may happen to them. A fire fuelled by 
stones must blaze fierceley, and a torment that combines its sourge with 
humiliation compounds the suffering. Everything about it is absolutely 
terrible: "... over it are appointed angels, stern and mighty," so that they suit 
the punishment they are required to administer. They "never disobey Allah in 
whatever He commands them and always do what they ae bidden to do." 

By nature they always obey every command Allah gives them, and are well 
able to carry out any such assignment. Possessing such qualities, they are 
chosen to guard the fire of hell, while every believer is responsible for 
protecting himself and his family from it. He has to attend to his 
responsibility now, in this life, before it is too late. When the chance is gone, 
no excuse is acceptable. The unbelievers will try to present excuses, but they 
are confronted with the facts that leave them in utter despair: "Unbelievers! 
Make no excuse today! You will only be requited for what you used to do." 
(Sayyid Qutb, Fi Dhilal il-Qur'an) 


